•558	SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES
I, 291. The close relations between the English and French military-
authorities during the Agadir Crisis are reflected in the confidential report
of Aug. 24, 1911, of the British Military Attache in Paris, Colonel Fair-
.holme, of his conversation with General Joffre:
General Joflfre said that he and his Staff have been, and still are. hard
at work settling the details of their plans of campaign, which, he stated,
will be ready in every particular in a few days' time. *
The General went on to^ discuss the strategical problem.
The one unknown factor is whether the Germans mean to come through
Belgium or not. "I wish I knew that," he observed, "and I wish I knew
that they intend doing so; it would be better for us." . . .
The new Chief attaches the very greatest importance to the co-opera-
tion of a British expeditionary force, which concentrating somewhere
between Douai and Cambrai, and falling on the^ right flank of the German
advance, might produce great, and even decisive, results. But it would
have to be sent early in the day; its intervention, for instance, on the 18th
day of the French mobilization, might not prove a bit too soon. . . .
"In any case," he said, "Germany must pour a large force into Alsace*
Lorraine, as, if they allowed us to gain a footing there, the populations
of both provinces would rise. This we know for certain. And then every
possible difficulty would be created for their transport, etc." . . .
I gathered that, if the Germans should advance in force via Belgium,
the French plan would be to 'hold them in check on that flank, and to
-attack vigorously on Alsace and Lorraine.
On my mentioning Italy, the General said very positively, "Italy will
make no move. Her interests lie on our side, not on that of Germany
And Austria." (BJD., VI, 643 f.)
Harold Nicolson, in the life of his father (Lord Carnock, p. 346 ff.)
indicates that British preparations for war in the late summer of 1911
were far more advanced than was realized by British public opinion, and
that the state of "war preparedness" was not relaxed until September 22,
on receipt of news from Berlin that Eiiderlen-Wachter was weakening.
I, 293-299. For English comments on the Daily Telegraph affair, see
BJD., VI, 201-226; and for the English side of the long but futile negotia-
tions for some kind of an agreement to lessen the growing tension over
Anglo-German naval rivalry during the years 1909-12, ibid., 227-324, 434-
665. The official attitude of the members of the British Foreign Office
on them may be well summed- up in their "Minutes" on a telegram
from Sir Edward Goschen, the British Ambassador in Berlin, to Sir Edward
Grey on May 9, 1911 (ibid., 622 f.):
MINUTES.
The German government now at last confess what we suspected from
the outset to be the case: they have definitely withdrawn from their
promise to submit proposals for a reduction of armaments, on the ground
that ihey consider any such scheme impossible. In view of the repeated
public utterances of high German officials, including successive Chancellors,
and of the Emperor himself, it is clear that they never did believe that they
could put forward such proposals. Their statement to the contrary was
used, as was pointed out here at the time, for the purpose of leading H[is]
M[ajesty's] Gfovernment] on to the conclusion of a general Anglo-German
agreement, such as they knew Great Britain was unwilling even to discuss.

